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THE 
SIN AND DANGER 


OF NEGLECTING THE 


| PUBLIC SERVICE, &c. 


ELicious WoksRfr is 4 Debt to 
Almighty Gop, as the Author of 


tour Being, and the Fountain of all our 


Happineſs: This is a truth that is uni- 
verſally owned by all Mankind, thoſe 
Jony excepted (if there can be any ſuch) 
ww fooliſhly. imagine there is no Gop : 
for, that are fo inſenſibly ſtupid, or fwoln 
Pit Pride, and monſtrouſly ungrateful, 
Es to take no Notice of Him, in whom 
Vley live, and move, and have their Being. 


be Heathen W orld were indeed 
Pros y miſtak. en with regard to the Ob- 


lapner of performing it; Gov, in his 
Pea ay Diſpleaſure, permitting this as a 
K © Puniſhment for their ſinning againſt 
Patural Conſcience, and their diſregard- 
2 thoſe Diſcoveries that he hath made 
b himſelf to all Mankind, *w the Frame 
kd Government of the W orld. Hence it 
1 „ that they worſhipped not only the 
ode of dead Men, and thoſe many 
= A 2 | times 


Net of their religious Worſhip, and the 
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4. The Sin and Danger of 


times the vileſt and worſt of Men; hy: 4 
the Fowls. of the Air, and the Beſs of IE 


the Field, and the meaneſt of Inſect - Mir 


Hence it was, that th ey made themſclves Het hi 


Gods of Wood and Stone, that could 
neither ſee, nor hear, nor taſte, nor line], 
Nay, hence it was, that they wor! ipped 
the Devil himſcif, under Images of fach 
hideous Forms and Shapes, as are fright- 
ful to behold... And as they were thus 
miſerably deluded in the Objeg of the 

Worſhip, fo. were they likcwiſe in the 
Manner of it. The Myſtcries of thcir 
Religion were filled with Lewcdne!s and 
Debauchery ; their Sacrifices, were bir 
barous and ,cruel ; they offered 1 ter 
Sons aud their Haug ters unto Devils; aud 
made thein paſs through the Fire uito 
Moloch. But in this they unanimoully 
agreed, and this was the conſtant Frac- 
tice of them all, to pay ſome religious Wit we 


_ Worſhip, ſuitable to their Notions or WW Houſe 


Apprehenſions of * God they wor- delle 
ſhipped. baths, 
regula 


How careful then ſhould we Chriſtians . 

e of this great Duty! How mindlu! of 
orſhipping the LORD our Go We, WM end « 

0 © know the only true God, and Jrsts n giv 
C sr whom He hath ſent: we, that Blellin 


| have Nature and Will of Gob ch in ſet; 
| revealcs in hea 
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revealed to us in the holy Scriptures, 
ri iten by the inſpiration and Direction 
of his holy Spirit; how inexcuſable hall 
we appear, and what dreadfu} Ven- 
geance may we not juſtly lobk for? 
Even the moſt diſmal Effects of Gop's 


fery Wrath and Indignation; if, when 


we know Gop, we olority Him not as 


Gop, nor worthip Him in Spirit and in 
Truth ; if we do not acknowledge bis 
deine Perfections „ Ge pend upon. his Pro- 


vidence, and reli: Zn up ourſelves entirely 


to his ! 10% Will and Pleaſure; if we do 
not delight in his Laws, fear his Dil- 
Pane, truſt in his Mercy, love Him 
Witt all our Hearts and Minds, and in 
wery Thins by Prayer and Supplication 


with Thankigiving, let our Requeſts be 
[male known unto Hin 


But eſpecially, 
it we do not love the Habs of his 


Houſe, the Place where his Honour 


welleth ; if we do not keep his Sab- 
baths, and reverence his Sanctuary, and 


regularly | join with his Miniſters there in 


is Houſe of Prayer, at the . Times 


for public Devotion, in acknowledging 


and confeſiing our Offences unto Him, 
in giving Him Thanks for the great 
llchgs we daily receive at his Hands, 
n ſetting forth his moſt worthy Praiſe, 
in hearing his moſt holy Word, and in 
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6 The Sm and Danger of 


aſking of Him thoſe Things 8 n Ars 


requiſite and neceſſary, as we ll 'f 
Bodies as Our Souls. . 

For this is one ox. the moſt Eſirtug 
Ways to give urto the Lonp the Gly 
due unte his Name; to advance the Ho, 
nour of Gop, and the Credit of Nele tal 
And accordingly, this is a Duty that i: exr- fs toe 
neſtly preſſed upon us in holy Scripture Iger, 
and recommended to us in the gen; lA 
conſtant Practice of the beſt and ne 
Men in all Ages of the Church, e tn: 
though, indeed, t the bare outward den 
formance of this Duty, though the vai vitic 


frequenting the Public Wor ſhip 0 of A It; t 
mighty God, is no infallible Demet 


tion of a true ans fince.; it is pol ide | fo 
for us to draw near to him with our + wm Wor 
and to worſhip him with our Bros K la 
when our Hcarcs are far from Him: It nu 
on the other Hand, the wilful caue _ 
neglecting of this great and neceſiſ 1 
Duty, is a fure and certain Proof of ter 
contrary. And thoſe who continue ti es 
without any juſt Impediment, to avg ide 
themſelves from the Congregation "iM 

CARIST's faithful Servants, aflemvM F. 
together for divine Service, do but ſent 
plainly declare to the World, that e nc 
have no true Fear of Go, nor 3 1 the 8 

| Reli 
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Religion upon their Minds. This per- 
Paps will be thought a fevere Cenſure by 
Huch deluded people; but I cannot but 
Pepe, they themſelves will own it to be 
halt and true; if they will but give them- 
hehes Time calmly and ſeri ouſly to con 
455 th p. ain Arguments ſet forth in 
10h i 1s little 

I K to convince them of their Sin and Dan- 
cure, ger, and to perſuade them, with the 
e Aſfſtance of Gop's Grace, to flee from 
viel * Wrath to come, by repenting truly 
ce their paſt Omiſſions of this their boun- 


R 


en Duty, and returning ſincerely and 


mM vithour Delay to the regular Practice of 
mat ſo by thus approving themſelves 
MW ire and found Members of CurisT's 
e Church Militant here on Earth, they 
may, through his Merits and Mediation, 
Ir laſt become happy Members of his 


: Triumphant Church in Heaven. 
That it is, the indiſpenſible Duty of 


blies for religious Worſhip, will very 
| evidently appear, if we conſider, 


FST, That we wade all candy and 
bent into this World on Purpoſe to ad- 
| vance God's Honour and Glory. This is 
tne great End of our Creation: This is the 

A 4 End 


Treatiſe; the Def; lign whereof 


| every Chriſtian to frequent our Aﬀem- 
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End of all Religion ; and conſequent) 
this is the moſt important Duty, and the 
moſt weighty Buſineſs of our Lives 

And as we appear to be more or Jes con. 
cerned for the Honour of our Gov, 5 


does He appear to be more or leſs con. 


cerned for the Happineſs of us his Peopl: 
For them that honour him he will hit, 
but be ſcorneth the Scerners ; and they tiat 
deſpiſe Him, ſhall be liahtly eſteemed, 
It is our Duty, therefore, to have a Re. 
card toi God's Honour and Glory, in 4 
our Converſation here upon Earth; 
eobether we eat or drink, or whatever ut b 


to do all te the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x. ji. 


But we-do then in a more eſpecial Mu- 

ner advance his Glory, when we affem': 
and meet together for religious W orjhip; 
for in his Temple doth every Man ſt: © 
bis Henour, Pal. xxix. 8. It is there tht 
we adore his divine Perfections, and ti 
of all his wondrous Works. It is thi 
that we publicly own bi to be our Go! 
openly acknowledge our Dependenc! 
upon Him, anc. bind ourſelves by ne" 
and ſolemn Engagements to continve |! 

obedient and faithful Servants. It is ere 

that we profeſs CHRIS in the Face of tie 
World, and few forth bis Sateation jr" 

Day to Day, with viſible and decent So- 


lemnities. It 1s there that we advance 
che 
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ith, WW the Credit of Religion, by our mutual 
ne Conſent and Agreement in holy Offices. 
lis there that we let our Light ſo ſhine 
on- before Men, that they may ſee our good 
10 Works, and glorify our Father which: 
cn-W is in Heaven. In a Word, it is there, 
de: in the Temple, or Place ſet apart for 
1, (cli gious Worſhip, that God's Honour 
at dselleth; and therefore we are com- 
2 WF minded to worſhip Him there, in #2 
e. V of Helineſs ; that jo we may give 
ill WW to 1be Lord the Glory due unto bis Name, 
ind: wy xxix. 2. 


1. ; Accordingly, Gon hath appointed his. 
n- Wliailters to attend continually upon this 
Ie query. Thing: And that his People allo 
y be ready duly to attend their Minit- 
/ Wtiitions, He hath ſer: apart one Day in 
u Week: for his own immediate Service : 
herein we are all required to diſengage - 
ir Wor Hearts and Hands from our worldly 
„ nployments, and to attend the holy 
ce [Convocations that are held upon that Day 
a every Pariſh; to the Praiſe and Glory 
ils * Gop's holy Name. And if we run 
10 cr the whole Hiſtory of the Church, 
ne 7 mm its firſt planting to our own Times, 
shall find, that the true and faithful 
o- er of Cnalsr ever made fo high 


ce lccount of this Duty, that they did not 
A 5 think 


of The Sin and Danger of 


think themſelves excuſed from it in Time, 


of Perſecution, by the Danger of Impri. 
ſonment, Confiſcation of their Goods, 
or even of Death itſelf. Shall not then 
that noble Army of Martyrs and Con- 


feſſors, who preferred the Practice of this 


Duty of Aſſembling themſelves together 
for the ſolemn Worſhip and Service of 
God, before their Peace and Safety, be. 
fore their Goods and Poſſeſſions, yea, be. 
fore their very Lives, riſe up in Judgmen 


with the Men of this Generation, and con- 


demn them: Who having all due Encou. 
ragement from the Civil Power to the 
due and conſtant Performance of this 
Duty, are tempted by any ſlight Occ 
ſions to neglect it? How highly then does 
it concern all thoſe that are guilty of this 


Neglect, ſeriouſly to conſider what they 


are doing? And if they can think 1t! 
ſmall Crime to diſobey the Commands o 
their lawful Governors, both in Church 
and State; if they can think it a ſmal 
Crime to diſregard the Examples of tie 
beſt and wiſeſt of Men in all Ages of tit 
Church; yet ſurely, they cannot think 
it a ſmall Crime to difown their Make! 
to renounce his Authority and Dominion 
over them, to rob God of his Hono!!, 
of —_— is ever Jealous, to deny = 
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nes N that Tribute of Homage and Service 
ri. MW which is naturally due unto Him, as the 
e, Author of their Being, and Fountain of 
cl WF all their Happineſs. 


If they continue thus to deſpiſe the 
ner great Gop of Heaven and Earth, they 
of wuſt expect to find him at laſt a con- 
be- W fuming Fire, that will devour them, and 
be. deſtroy them for ever. For alas! where 
ell. can they hope to ſecure themſclves from 
the Vengeance of Gop ? or what will they 
- co when the Lord {hall viſit them? when 
e Ne hall ſpeak unto them in bis Wrath, aud 
in Ker /hem in his ſore Diſpleaſurs; when He 
. hall riſe up in the Fiercenets of his Anger, 
0 Joo vindicate his own Honour, to glority 
01 WHimſelf in the utter Deſtruction of ſuch 


0) daring Sinners, as are not afraid to affront, 
in this outrageous Manner, that great 
oo, <who. is glorious in Holineſs, fearſul 
yy in Praiſes, doing Wonders ? Exod. xv. II. 
za 


That great Gop, before whom the bleſſed 
te Unhabitants of Heaven veil- their Faces, 
the fand caſt their Crowns before his Throne, 
nk ES being ſenſible of their great Unworthi- 
Peſs; while they continually ſing, Holy, 
Woly, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth : Heaven 
— Earth are full of the Majeſty of thy 
F wry, | 6 \ 


A 6 24% 


: religious Worſhip, will further appea 


the firſt and great Commandment. And 
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2dly, That it is the Duty of ever; wich 
Chriſtian to frequent our Aſſemblies -i 


us; 


if we conſider, SECONDLY, That we a hi. 
commanded in holy Scripture to love th: ſs wi 
Lorp our Gop, with all our Heart and hi 
Mind, with all our Soul and Strength; one, 
And this is called by our Saviour himſelf Orc! 
ate 
J his 
Where 
| Kheſe 
; End 
Peau 
Tem, 
dend 
| pur E 
Wor w 
N And 
Phich 
be for 
Ever 
Expoſ 
Fverla 


indeed, unleſs we do this, unleſs we thu: 
love Gop above all the World, we can- 
not do any one Thing to pleaſe H im o 
to obtain his Favour. Love 1s that holy 
Incenſe that perfumes all our Services 
and makes them acceptable in Gos 
Sight. - But now, with what Face can 
thoſe People pretend thus to love G09, 
who. refuſe to fulfil his Commandment, 
and to hearken to the Vofce of |} 
Words? How can they love Gop, wiv 
hate his Company; who take no Deligit 
in converſing with Him in his holy Or 
dinances, in Prayers and Sacraments 


and hearing his holy Word ? 


This is the neareſt Converſation, e 34 
can ever have with Gop while we live h Hirthe 
this World. And, if we delight thus d bat 
draw nigh to him, He will vouchſafe 0 fem 
draw nigh to and to make us glad Purſe] 

witl NHRI. 


Neglefting the Public Service, & c. 13 
with the Joy of his Countenance : He 


ever; 

„ i make all his Goodneſs pals before 
pear, Ws; give us ſuch a lively, raviſhing Senſe 
HR k his Loving-kindneſs and tender Mercy, 
e th: Ms will conſtrain us to love the Havitation 
and f his Houſe, to defire as earneftiy to 
oth. onverſe with Him there, in his holy 
mii JrdinanCes, as the Hart panteth after the 
Aud ater- brooks; and to eſteem one Day 


dn his Courts, better than a thouſand elſe- 
here employed. But now, if we flight 
Kheſe Bleſſings of his gracious Preſence, 
End have no Deſire to behold the fair 
Beauty of the Lokb, and to viſit his 
Temple, and yet at the ſame Time pre— 
; end to love Him with all our Heart, 
Err Hearts muſt needs give us the Lie; 

For we are really Haters of the LORD: 
i Had when that terrible Day is come, in 
hich all the Haters of the Lord ſhall 
be found Liars, we ſhall be baniſhed for 
ver from his gracious Preſence, and 
Expoſed to the dreadtul Effects of his 


Fvcrlaſting Vengeance. 


34y, The Neceſſity of this Duty will yet 


e 

en {Wirther appear, if we conſider, THIRDLY, 
„o bat by refuſing to join in our public 
e {0 emblies for religious Worſhip, we cut 
gad ourſelves off from the Congregation of 
vio NCIS T's Flock, deprive ourtelves of the 


ineſtimab?= 


Body of Cuts, unleſs we frequent iii 


then we would not forfeit our Title to al 


Grace and Salvation, and all our Intetet 
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ineſtimable Bleſſings of Chriſtianity, 1W che 
deliver ourſelves over unto Satan; a Pu ictle 
niſnment, which, by the primitive Church er, 
was inflicted upon none but great and Hur 
notorious Sinners, 1 Cor, v. 5. We are no 


longer Members of CHRIST's Mili 
Church on Earth, nor ſhall ever be adm. An 


ted Members of his Triumphant Church an 
in Heaven; For Chriſt is only the Satis | E 
of the Body, Eph. Vo 23. and that r 1 the 
the Church, or the Society of fate e 


Chriſtians, Chap. 1. 22, 23. But we c- ice 
not approve ourſelves Members of tl: © 
Society, we cannot 24 88885 ourlelve 


Members of the Church, the rayſical i i 


public Worſhip; unleſs we communicate 
with her in the outward Offices and Dutcs F< © 
of Religion: And therefore it is recorded n! 
of the Hirst Converts to 1 „it 


their diſtinguiſhing Mark and C:aracter, i" D 
That they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Api 

Doftrine and Fellowſhip, and in 1 irg 
of Bread, and in Prayers, Acts 1 Th 2 


the Privileges of our Chriſtian Profeſſion; 
if we would not deprive ourſelves of al 
the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, and : the! 
Purchaſe of CRRIST's be, if we would 
not loſe the Benefit of all the Means of 


3p 


. 4 
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the Merits and Interceſſion of our ever- | 
eſſed Redeemer, we muſt make it ap- 
par, that we hold Communion with the I 
kurch, the myſtical Body of CHRIST. be 


t and 

= duly frequenting her public Worſhip. g 
tan | | 135 F 
mee And ſo ſhall we approve ourſelves true 7 
hor living Members of CHRIST, our Life N 
mill nd d Head, the Children of God, and Heirs 1 
% de Kingdom of Heaven; we ſhall en- "i 
WW; he Benefit of all Gob's holy Ordi- 
ces; the Benefit of public Prayer, even | 
ede public Prayers of all Gop's People = 
Ce ron ghout the World; the Benefit of E 
e ivly Sacraments, the Signs and Seals. 

it hot [Gop's heavenly Grace; the Benefit of | 
ic1o e ingrafted Word, which is able to | 
„se our Souls: We ſhall obraifhe ſanc- 

„ec ing Gifts and Graces of God's Holy 

„ irit, to incline and enable us to perform 
Duty, and to work out our own Sal- 

„% tion. Thus, when the Diſciples of our 
rosso were aſſembled together for reli- 

{ous Worſhip, that eminent Promiſe of 

oe Comforter was fulfilled by the mi- 

Ton; Nulous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, in 

ie Form of fiery Tongues, Adds ii. 1. 

1 che Nad though thoſe miraculous Gifts are J 
gude ceaſed in the Church, there being no | 
is of rther Occaſion tor them, after that the 

ereſt | Chriſ 


Nu 
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Chriſtian Church was ſufficiently plant 
and confirmed; yet the renewing 
lanctitying: Graces of the Holy Spirit 
ſtill diſpenſed in a plentiful Manner 
the true Worſhippers of Gop 1 our de 
lic xſſemblies; and there, ordina:1jr = 
the Ground-work of true Faith fri 
Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearir, 
the Mord of God, Rom. x. L7. 


Of how great Power and Efficacy: te 
united Prayzrs of Carisr's faithful $: 
vants thus atlembled together, ate, i 
procuring th divine Virtues and Gra: 
which are the proper Fruits and Gn 
the Spirit, we may learn from Matte xri 


19. 1f two of you ſhall agree on Earit : 

touching auy Thins tha! they ſhall © 05 it 
Hall be done for them of my Father Wh.0 
in Heaven: For where two or thre die 
gathered together in my Name, ther? | 
in the Midſi of them. Our bleſſed Lob 
foreſeeing that the Love of many ou: 
wax cold, and that as many who had p!0- 

feſſed hein his Diſciples and Fol 
lowers went back and walked no more i! 
him, John vi. 66. ſo there would be Mu, 
titudes of ſuch falſe Profeſſors, that t would 
forſake his Church, in all the ſaccec!s 
Ages of it: He, therefore, that his 1 
| Flock, which faithfully adhered to Hin, 


mig 
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digt never be diſcouraged, from the 
(1 allneſs of their Number, to aſſemble 


[i-mſelves together in his Name, makes 
. 


ante 


g 1 


1174 


r gracious Promiſe to two or three, 
pub 0 jeaſt Number that could 10 meet to- 
„er. 
ml | 7 us then hald aſh tbe Profeſſion of our 
Path without wavering, fer he is faithful 
po! promiſed. And if we e defies thoſe {anc- 
y tie ping Gifts of the Holy Spirit, without 
SW ich we can do nothing which is good, 
b 1 Nor move one Step towards Heaven "IN 
races iſe us not fortake the aſſeinbling of our- 


ves together, but wait for the Loving- 

5 ndneſs of Gop in the Midſt of his Tem- 
e. Let us wait there with Patience 
F Conſtancy, like the poor impotent 
. an at the Pool of Bes heſda, for the mov- 
H lhe Waters, that fo all the inward 
| FRA and Diftempers of our Hearts 
T day be healed : Let us wait there, fil the 
| wth [ind blow upon our Garden, that 
| ypices thereof May flow out ; till the 
| ved Four Souls comes int9 Ex Garden 
Neale his pleaſant Fruit, Cant. iv. 16. 
4 1 certainly none that underſtand the 
Fic Value of thoſe Bleſſings which the 

| ob Spirit there divideth and di ſtribut- 
th leverally, as He willeth, can be con- 
ſet: to loſe their Share of them. 


ey IL ſhall 
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I ſhall now conſider more particularly 
the ſeveral Parts of the excellent Service 
of our Church, in order to make it i 
more evident, that 1t 15 really a very & 
firable Privilege, as well as a moſt in 
portant Duty, to frequent the ſame * Th 
ſeveral Parts then of which the publ 
Service of our Church does conſiſt ar af 
fully and clearly reckoned vp in the f 
bortation, that moſt incomparable Into 
duction to divine Worſhip, 1 
Beginning of Morning and Eventins der 
vice : where we may find them reduc! 
to the following Particulars : 


FirsT, the humble Confeſſion of on 
Sins to Gop Almighty, and the began 
his gracious Pardon. Now, hov vet 
black and diſmal an Exerciſe the m3 

appear to ſome, to t̃etire into chen n 
Breaſts, and ſee how their Account: [ar 
betwixt Gop and themſelves, yet. 
humble Penitent finds this the a love 
reign Method of healing thoroug". 
the inward Maladies and Diſtemp*® 
his Soul; of eaſing and remov! 7 
moſt inſupportable Torment, the Pi 
of a guilty Conſcience, and reſtoi1"? i 
to perfect Peace and Tranquillity of Mi 
This, then, is one Inſtance of that ge. 


Happineſs which every Chriſtian eo 
| Wer, (11 


Sinne 
Ihis V 
14 ſolve 
land e 

Ine ha 
10 hi 
P ard: 
to de 
done 
Neper 
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that duly and conſtantly attends the pub- 
c Service of our Church; if he draws 
ear to the Throne of God's heavenly 
Grace, and with a pure Heart, and hum- 
ble Voice, joins with his Miniſter in that 
general Confeſſion ſer down in our Com- 
on Prayer Books, at the Beginning of 
Plirning and Evening Service : if he there 
confeſſes, with Shame and Sorrow, that 
ſte hath left undone thoſe Things which 
Be ought to have done; and done thoſe 
Things which he ought not to have done: 
gad begs of Gop to have Mercy upon 
h, according to his Promiles in JESUS 
IC:R1ST our Saviour; if he humbly im- 
Ip'ores the Divine Aſſiſtance, to enable 
Fim hereafter to lead a godly, righteous, 
ſnd ſober Life; reſolving, at the fame 
Iime, to uſe his own beſt Endeavours 
for that Purpoſe ; then will our gracious 
boo, who deſireth not the Death of a 
inner, but rather that he may turn from 
bis Wickedneſs and live, pardon and ab- 
olve him from all his Sins, how many 
and great ſoever they be. Accordingly, 
de hath given Power and Commandment 
to his Miniſter to pronounce his gracious 
Pardon to every ſuch humble Penitent ; 
to declare, in his Name, that Gop par- 
doneth and abſolveth all thoſe that truly 
4:cpent, and unfeignedly believe his holy 
; Goſpel. 
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Goſpel, And now, this by the waßhee, I 
ſhould determine People to come th 

Church at the Beginning of divine cs. 
vice, leſt by not joining in the CGer--f-c612! 
Confeſſion, they loſe their Part in the an 

ſolution that follows it; and thereby ent 
prive their Souls of a Bleſſing, infin'r {M00 
greater than all this World can bet ontin 
upon them. 5 5 [rolpe 
be Su; 

StcoxnDLY, Another End, or P 
divine Service, 15 to Jay open our Wan | Wet 
before our Almighty and moſt merci ould 
Father; to make our humble Applicatin Pur, 
to Him for a Supply of ſuch good T hin 011d 
as his infinite Wiſdom knows convenizn_Wiy t 
for us, with reſpect to this, and a fu tne 
Life. And none ſure, who believe u 
hope for Heaven and eternal Happire*< 
can complain of this as an hard or dif- 0 
cult Exerciſe, only with an hearty Ea. . 
neſtneſs and Sincerity to beg of Gov, it pope! 
the Sake of his only begotten Son, vi C urth 
hath purchaſed and prepared thoſe her 
venly Manſions, ſafely to conduct thei | hich 
thither, by ſuch Methods as ſeem beſtotain 
his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, V #5 
none, one would think, who own ee. 
almighty over-ruling Providence rain 
below, which, notwithſtandins the Pos be 


and Deſigns laid and carried on by Val 
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len, orders and diſpoſes of all Things; 
bne, I fay, one would think, who conſi- 
rs this, ſhould be backward in beg- 


ie t 
Ses, through the ſame all-powerful 
e MMcciator, Protection from thoſe Dan- 
and Difficulties they are every Mo- 
ent obnoxious to, and Deliverance 
dite thoſe they lie under; with the 
»% MWontinuance of that Eaſe, Pleaſure, and 
loſperity they at preſent enjoy, and 
be Sopply of what they want. 
art of 
vr Were all Chriſtians. aſſured that they 
r/ Would certainly obtain Riches and Ho- 
arcoour, and every Thing elſe which this 
ne or1d accounts pleaſant or deſirable, 
nien By by joining heartily in the Prayers 
cl the Church, I believe our Churches 
- ard eld be better filled than they uſually 


te. But what Aſſurance would 


jreb, 

dif- e of chis, O ye of little Faith? Does 
Eu- tour Lox D Himſelf aſſure you in his 
„ 4 el, that , 7wwo of you ſhall agree on 
who arth,as touching. anyThing that they ſhall 
he-, /ball be done for them of his Father 
Wall bich is in Heaven? You may therefore 
eto brain all this, as far as Gop ſees fit; that 


as far as is really the beſt and moſt 
Pnveruent for you. Nay, you may for 
Fertain obtain what is infinitely more, 
d better than all theſe, by joining hear- 
| tily 
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tily in the Prayers of the Church; 9. pr þ 
may obtain thereby the Gifts and Grat ani 
of Gop's Holy Spirit, and a ſure Rig 170 
5 Title to the Kingdom of Heaven. ki. 


And now this, which muſt be gra. 
by all to be a moſt eaſy and happy EN 
ployment ; this, I ſay, makes fo great i 
Part of divine Worſhip, as to give Dem 
mination to the Whole, thus frequent We 
expreſſed by Public Prayers. And ii 
duly conſider the Nature of Prayer, af 
the Greatneſs of that Gop who is the O- nn 
ject of it, we muſt further allow it oe # 
a very great Happineſs that we have ae 
beautiful and excellent Liturgy, compild urn 
for that Purpoſe by good and wiſe Men Ell f. 
whereby we are the better ſecured fron linif 
being raſh with our Mouths, and letting i 


our Hearts be haſty to utter before te 
tremendous Majeſty of Heaven, a Pelig 
Thing that is trifling, improper, or nd: Pole 
cent; and the better enabled to raiſe 2M lapp 
keep up in our Souls thoſe holy Aﬀein dete 
of Fear, Love, Gratitude, Truſt, Rel2- bis | 
nation, and the like, which conſtiut | ght 
the true ſpiritual Worſhip of Gov. ; N ” 
the 


Tulxprr, Another Part of dirt | 
Worſhip is, to render and aſcribe all He- 0 
nour, Praiſe, and 7 hankſgiving to GO ©* © 


for 
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I his infinite Glories and Perfections, 


; VV 
"rac ; panitelt in the Creation, Preſervation, 
Riot WW | Redemption of the World, and for 


his Mercies and Favours beſtowed on 
n particular. This is the Employ- 
b bent of Cherubims and Seraphims, the 
$i:clt Rank and Order of Angels, who 
1 %% 4% the heavenly Hoſt, are evermore 
% God, and ſaying, Holy, holy, Holy, 
Wind God of Hoſts : And ſhall not we, 


en. 


anted 

Ed. 
eat 4 
Jeno- 


gem 

i Pot and Aſhes! eſteem it an high Fa- 
and Four and Privilege, that we are allowed to 
- 0). Wn with this heavenly Choir, in ſo no- 


De and worthy an Employment; but 


to be 
paſcly and ungratefully draw back and 


ave 1 

"piled Purmur, and repine againſt Gop him- 
Menz lf for requiring this of us; and at his 
on liniſters, for preſſing and urging us to 
eint? That this is not only great and glo- 
ee bous in itſelf, but full of the higheſt 
n clight and Pleaſure, appears, in that 
102. W'0ſe glorious Spirits reap their chief 
- 11 lappineſs, which is as full and com- 
gon etre as their Natures will allow of, from 
debe. Ns bleſſed Employment. And that it 
tue ight be ſo to us is plain, inaſmuch as 


ö ruth itſelf is ſo very agreeable and ac- 
Ceptable to our Minds; and therefore, 
de poſſeſſing our Minds with a deep 
Denſe of the Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs of Gop, who is the Fountain of all 

Truth, 


dire 
Ho- 
Gobi 

r 
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Truth, muſt be ſo too; eſpecially if Mis o 
conſider Him, at the ſame Ti ime, as d P 
greateſt Benefactor, who bears us rue. 
moſt entire Love and Good-will. Aa f. 
then for the exerting of our Minds i uch 
Expreſſions of Gratitude, and teſtifſh iso 
our Thankfulneſs for the Benefits rec h. 
ed from Him; this is ſo agreeable and ner; 
tural to us, that nothing can be more ſo f N 
Ii fills our Souls as with' Marrow and us 
neſs, Pal. Ixiii. 5. Our Minds are te uty 
entertained with the pleaſing Contem Me m; 
plation of thoſe Favours we ackno e m 
ledge, and of the Kindneſs of Goo inWrear 


beſtowing of them; which, as it make 
up a great Part of the Happineſs of the 
Angels and Saints in Heaven, ſo i: ! 
the beſt Heaven we can enjoy on Fart. 


What I have here obſerved of tho 
delightful Duties of Praiſe and Thanh, 
giving, may in a more eſpecial anner 
be applied to the holy Sacrament of . 
Lord's Supper, very properly called“ 
Euchariſt, as being a thankful ee. 
moration of the infinite Love of our cer 
Redeemer; and the Means appointed / 
Himſelf of conveying to us, and a faith- 
ful Pledge to aſſure us of, thoſe great 
Bleſſings of Pardon, Grace and Salvation, 
which he 3 bor us at the Price of 


ofitio! 
int an 
onder 
d Dire 


his 


4 
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his own moſt precious Blood: It makes 


us Partakers of the Merits of CHRIST 
rucified, and unites us to CHRIST raiſ- 
d from the Dead, and glorified. And 
rely, if any Man love not the Lozy 
sus CHRIST, and will not praiſe Him 
or his Goodneſs, and declare the Won- 


ers that He-hath done for the Children 


d Men, by a worthy Performance of 
his moſt advantageous and delightful 
Duty, he muſt be in a Condition not to 
de mentioned without Dread and Horror; 
e muſt be a moſt miſerable, accurſed 
Creature; he muſt be Anathema, Mara- 
atha, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 1 


| 4tbly, The FourTH and laſt End of our 
toming to Church, is to get Information 
df our Duty; what it is that Gop requires 
If us. And this is to de done by giving 


ligent Attention to the Word of Gop 


rad and explained to us, and that with 
ul Purpoſe and Reſolution to apply and 
ractiſe thoſe Inſtructions and Directions 
meet with there. And this now, did 
e perform the fore- mentioned Parts of 
's Duty with a right Temper and Dis- 
vlition of Mind, this would be as plea- 
nt and delightful to us, as it is to a poor 
ondemned Priſoner, to liſten and attend 
Directions given him for avoiding thoſe 
| _ Puniſh». 
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Puniſhments he is ſentenced to under it a 
Thus we ſee what rare Entertainment yt tl 
may meet with in the Houſe of Gov, if; 
we do not fooliſhly and careleſly deprnWMwich 
ourſelves of it. Let thoſe then that fie Parc 
this Entertainment, that wilfully turn t Offe 
Backs upon Gop's Service, and fo Toll. 
the aſſembling of themſelves together one 
his Houle of Prayer; let them con oef 1 
how great an Injury they do to theme Hough 
as well as Diſhonour to Almighty Go migt 
that in forfaking his Service, they foi Com 


cut themſelves off from the Grace of make 
and ſo will never be able to wit tle w 


Ex 


Temptations, but will continualhy a G 
worſe and worſe, till they fall into Mfanctit 
Pit of Deſtruction: Let them thertMand i 
reſolve forthwith to ariſe and go 0 , Hlolin 
| heavenly Father; to give unto the LWlaſling 
the Glory due unto his Name, bf , 
ſhipping Him in the Beauty of Hoi But 
| | Hmpor. 


If they thus ſhew themſelves read) public 
willing to return to their Duty, G0) bear a 
give them the Power and Will to peo 


Lic acceptably, through Jesus CHRIST. 
$f chey humble themſelves greatly before 
„Him in the Aſſemblies of his People, and 


ich contrite and obedient Hearts beg his 
let Pardon, as for all their other Sins and 
thet offences, ſo in particular for their great 
1 a and Perverſeneſs, in leaving un- 


done thoſe Things, which, by all the Ties 
Cc Duty, Intereſt, and Gratitude, they 
®. ught to have done; then will our Al- 
mighty and moſt merciful Father have 
ra Compaſſion on them, for as his Majeſty 


tei is, fo is his Mercy; He will pardon and 
Noll I Leliver them from all their Sins, through 
od the Merits and Interceſſion of our bleſſed 
0 Redeemer; and if they are but careful 
Auto wipe off the Scandal of their former 
tu egligence, by giving all Diligence to 
(Got make their Calling and Election ſure, 
au le will confirm and ſtrengthen them in 

il Goodneſs, with the renewing and 
to E Graces of his holy Spirit; 
ere0Wand in the bleſſed Paths of Truth and 
0 0WFHolineſs, conduct them aſp Jo his ever - 
Lo Fm Kingdom. "IF; 


oli Bur let them ever 4 AT of this 
portant Truth, that their Zeal fer the 
dy public Worſhip and Service of Gop, muſt 
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uy bear a due Proportion to the Wes 
; B 2 
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of the Bleſſings that are there confer #1 

upon them. And this indeed is a Tru 
that deſerves to be well conſidered v 
every Chriſtian ; for as our Happi « 
very great when-we perform this Duty «We 
Humility and Sincerity, as I hope ! ha: 
already proved, and as all muſt acknor. We 
ledge, whoſe Hearts are right tower 
Gov, and who worſhip Him in Spit; 
and in Truth; ſo we cannot expres wh 
great a Zeal ior this Duty. Our 20 
for Gop's public Worſhip ought to E. 
as boundleſs as Gop himſelf, who is tt 1 
Object of our Worſhip. and Arat 
and we never can arrive at that Hegi 
of Zeal for Gop's Service, but we MO 
ſtill find Reaſon for our riſing big. 
But however, every Man that value 


the Favour of Gop and his own etem tber 
Welfare, muſt have ſo much Zeal He f. 
Gop's public Worſhip, as will ms t 
him prefer that before any worldly Bug tbe 
neſs or Intereſt ; ſo that whenever de ν, 
come in Competition, ang claſh with Fairs 
Duty, when he cannot attend them ion 
divine Service at the ſame Time, , 90 uU, 
latter is to be preferred; excepting on": all | 
in "Caſes of abſclute and unavoidabF=niſhe 


Neceſſity, or in Caſes of great Chari ppear 


nd M Mer ——_ | W Wa 
| : . oſpec 


| 


ei For might any be allowed to plead 
ru HThrong of Buſineſs as an Excuſe for 


| 5 Mdmicting this Duty, much more might 
poly David, who had the Weight and 
t5 n Lare of a great Kingdom continually 
har: Tes upon him; and yet, in P/alm 
ri. 1. we find him ſpeaking thus; 7 


none 
0 vas glad when they ſaid unto me, Let us 
ri 7 into the Houſe of the Lord. 

5 {00 4 

Tal ? | If we confider the Time when he wrote 
o beet Pſalm, which was either at his firſt 
; the ettling at Jeruſalem, upon his taking it 
fon; . rom the Jebisſites, or at his Return thi- 
eg 4 Fer alter his Baniſnment, occaſioned by 
Wl e unnatural Rebellion of his Son Ab/a- 
ar , we cannot but ſuppoſe him, upon ei- 
beer of theſe Occaſions, bulily employed, 


P 

Weber 1 in eſtabliſhing bis Kingdom as at 
e ft, or reforming and ſettling Things 
* again upon his Return: And yet, 


erna 
il f 
make 


Bu the Multitude of his Thoughts be- 
cheeWMowed on theſe fo great and important. 
th Fairs, he no ſooner received the firſt Im- 
n and eon of his Subjects good ! Inclinations 


„ UN 
| on) 
bl 
hallt 


P20 up to worſhip Go in his Sanctuary, 
hut all theſe worldly Thoughts and Cares 
Pnihed immediately, as the Stars at the 
Lppearance of the Sun; and his pious 
Poul was ſo entirely taken up with the 
Froſpect of that Pleaſure and Delight he 
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4 was 
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fo panteth my Sou! after thee, O Gil! 


 erieth out for the living God. And again, Bp"! 01 
Ver. 10. One Day in thy Courts is bei Spirit 
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was then going to enjoy in the Service T. 
of his Gop, as to leave no Room for ſuch NHoul 


mean Thoughts, as thoſe were which Weis 0 
concerned his earthly Kingdom; and h {Wodit 
that divine Rapture he penned the above. 


Age 

to thi 
he 
perfe⸗ 
hon 


mentioned Pſalm, extolling the Gloy 
and Honour which redounded even v 
Jeruſalem, upon its being pitched on for 
the Place where this heavenly Exercie W 
was to be performed. Nor was this ary {0D 
fudden Tranſport, any unuſual, extras ect | 
dinary Fit of Devotion, but the conſtant vas t 
Frame and Temper of his Mind, as its NV, 
plain, in that upon all Occaſions he df. he 
covers the ſame throughout the Book of ſlim 
Pſalms: As where he ſpeaks thus; % oſe 
the Hart panteth after the Water-jriki _ 
End J 
My Soul thirfleth for Cod, for the lig NM burn, 
Cod; when ſhall I come and appear lim Puty 
G? Pfalm xlii. 1, 2. And again, conſt: 
Pjaim Ixxxiv, 1, 2, How amiable ar: it OU 


Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! My Sui eo aw 


lengeth, yea, even fainteth for the Citi! Tem] 


of the Lord; my Heart and my Fb the M 
m OUt 


than a Thouſand ; I had rather be a Dili in the 
keeper in the Houſe of my God, thal "i three \ 
well in the Tents of Wickedne/s. there \ 
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This great Example, one would think, 


vice 

uch Dod be ſufficient to confront that care 
neh Ness Unconcernedneſs, that Coldneſs and 
n iadifferency, which the People of this 


Jo the public Worſhip of Gop. For as. 
ee Nature and Will of Gop is now more 
for perfectly revealed by Jz&vs CHRIST, 
eie Whom He hath ſent; fo the Worſhip of 


Coo under the Goſpel | is far more per- 
- ſect than it was under the Law. Gop 
ent Nas then worſhipped in Types and Sha- 


tis Nos, but now in Spirit and in Truth. 
he Offerings that were then made to 
- f Him were dead Bulls and Goats, but 
{; {hole that are now made to Him by us 
i=; (Chriſtians, are ourſelves, our own Hearts 


End Lives, The Incenſe that we now 
burn, is that of a fervent Prayer, and the 
Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 1s the 


ain, ¶ conſtant Sacrifice that Gop now requires 
ty Ft our Hands: And if Gop was pleaſed 
gate dwell in the Jewiſe Tabernacle and 


1 Temple, by his glorious Preſence over 
Fleſh [tne Mercy-ſeat, ſo is he pleated to dwell 
ain, in our Chriſtian Aſſemblies by his holy 
Spirit; as our Saviour himſelf aſſures us 


-I the Place before cited, here two or 


1 bree are gathered together in my Name, 
Pere am I in the Midſt of them. If there- 
| B 4 :; - © 


ve. NAge are too apt to: diſcover with regard 
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fore holy David was ſo zealous for i; {#<t © 
Service of Gop, required by the Laws Nee 
Moaſes, which was but a carnal Ori. pe. 
nance, and had only a Shadow of ga made 
Ihhings to come; with what affections: Phat 
Eäaeal ſhould we expreſs our grateful Seit Emp 
olf the mighty Favour we Chriſtians c. E £ to 
Joy, of worſhipping Gop according pil Its 
the Truth of the Goſpel, and with Fa | Fri 
ſpiritual Sacrifices as are acceptable i Wight 
Him by JEsus CHRIST? I Pet. ii; bun! 
Certainly, the ſame Zeal for the Pube 9:0 h 
Worſhip of ' Gop, which David fo on och! 
expreſſes, is a Duty incumbent upon a F., 
Chriſtians, a neceſſary Condition of it han! 
Acceptance with God: And I ſhall no . 05 
endeavour to prove it to be fo from tit: WE 


three following Particulars : ſpare 
1 | We or 


WEnterta 
Woh : - 
Pediat 
Elves 1 
as 
Mat y 
Pould 
br our 
ere; 0 
Wis he: 
Dd gra 
Wind, 


FE, 
"O86 


FIRST, From the Reaſonablenets ud 
Equity of it. SECONDLY, From the vi 
End and deſign of Religion: Ard 
TIRDLY, From the Declarations 
holy Scripture, which prove this to be 
our Duty. 


Finsr then, This Zeal for Gop's put- 
lic Service is a very reaſonable Dun; 
it is nothing but what we muſt own a 
acknowledge highly agreeable to that Nc. 
tion we have of Gop's Perfections tot 


90 ef 
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3 


„ct of us. Nay, it is nothing but what 


3 ne ourſelves, in like Circumſtance, do 
x expect from each other. I have already 
i; Wovade it appear from a brief Survey of 
5 hat we are to do at Church, that our 
Employment there is ſo ſuited and adapt- 
g. ed to our rational Nature, as to entertain 
We MW its Powers with the moſt delightful, 
h tisfactory Pleaſure: Is it not therefore 
80 highly reaſonable for us, if not out of our 

bun Intereſt, yet in Deference to Him, 
„ vo hath been graciouſly pleaſed to make 
* och Proviſion for our Happineſs, to ac- 


eept it with all imaginable Zeal and 
1 hankfulneſs? For, to make the Caſe 
pur own; if any of us, out of an entire 
Love and Affection to our Friends, ſhall 
are neither Coſt nor Pains to provide 
he greateſt Dainties and Delicacies to 
entertain them withal, and they ſhould 


ery 
nd, Tediatehy before they come, fill them- 
es with coarſe Fare or mean Traſh, 


Mat was prepared with ſo much Care, 


Pr our Kindneſs ? This then is the Caſe 
re; our gracious: Loxp hath provided 


T3 
6 Dis heavenly Employment, to entertain 
a Pn the nobleſt Faculties of our 


N wt and yet we are pt to make light 


Wight and neglect our Invitation; or im- 


bas to have no Appetite or Reliſh for | 


Gould not we think ourſelves ill requited 
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of it, to abſent yourſelves upon any trivia 
Occaſion; or if we do come, it is after 
our Minds have been fo wholly taken up 
with ſenſual Pleaſures and worldly Pro. 
jects, as that they are perfectly indiſpoſed 
for ſuch a ſpiritual Exerciſe ; and whill 
we worſhip Gop with our Lips, our 
Hearts are far from Him. 


StconDLY, The Conſideration of -the 
very End and Deſign of Religion, vil 
convince us of the Neceflity of having 
this Zeal for the Worſhip and Service of 
Gop, which J have now been deſcribing, 
For the Deſign of Religion, is to oppoſe 
thoſe Prejudices and difficulties Mankind 
labour under in this imperfect State; 
for whereas human Souls, (if we look upon 
them as they are in themſelves, pure, ppi. 
ritual, immaterial Subſtances) are moſt 
properly, and moſt agreeably to their 
Nature, employed in the Contemplation 
of the moſt glorious Truths, and in the 
Choice of the moſt defirable Good ; but 

the ſtrong Inclinations and Luſtings ot 


the Fleſh againſt the Spirit, derived o 


vs from the Fall of our firſt Parents, to- 


gether with the Prejudices of Education, 


our being born Infants, and fo for many 


Years wholly governed by the Impreſ- 
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that our Judgments are fully and clearly 


Informed of the real Worth and Excel- 


Kncy of thoſe Courſes, and our Wills 
and Affections ſo far influenced by them, 
is that we can take Pleaſure and Delight 
ierein, Religion hath not yet had its 


ended Effect upon our Minds. 


B 6 THIRDLY, 
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ſions of Senſe, do much debaſe and weak- 
en the nobler Faculties of our Minds, and 
incline us to take up with the poor and 
mean Entertainment we meet with here 
from the Things of this World, (theſe 
being become familiar to us) rather than 
ſearch for a more rational, ſatisfactory 
Pleaſure, in the untrodden Paths of Vir- 
tue. Now our Souls being thus in Dan- 
ger of degenerating from the Rank of 
viſe and rational Beings, to ſuch a brut- 
bh Senſuality, Religion comes in to our 
Aſſiſtance, and "diſcovers a wonderful 
Scene of Things to employ our Thoughts; 
preſcribes ſuch Rules and Meaſures as 
will not fail to ſet us right, if we carefully 
obſerve them ; and then propoſes ſuch. 
forcible Motives and Encouragements, 
as, notwithſtanding their former Preju- 
cices, give them infinitely the Better of 
Vice: Now unleſs theſe have ſo long en- 
gaged us in the Practice of Virtue, as 
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1 The Gin and Danger of 
TrrpLy, What alone might ſatis 


us of the Necefſi ity of this zealous Diſpo- 


ſition for the Worſhip and Service of A]. 
mighty God, are the expreſs Indi ations 
we have of the divine Will and Pleaſur 


| concerning this Particular in holy Scrj. 


ture : For thus in the Old Teſtament, ve 


find Almighty Gop by his Prophets he 


vily complaining of the unworthy Retur:s 
of his People the Jews, for all the wor- 
derful Deliverances wrought for that Ni 


tion; in that they grew weary of his Se. 
vice, and of the / ſolemn Time ſet apar 


for it, wiſhing the New Moons and tic 


= Sabbaths over, that they might return to 
Their worldly Employments again. He 


declares, therefore, his Reſentment of 


this their Behaviour. That he loathed and 


abhorred ſuch forced unwilling Servici; 
that a Sacrifice offered with ſuch a li- 
| Mind, was 10 Him as the cutting off d Des 
Nec x, Ha. Ixvi. 3. And in the New Tel 


tament we find our Bleſſed Saviour c- 
more zealous for the Worſhip and Service 
of God © He made it his Meat and Drink 
to do his heavenly Father's Will; He 


drove the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple, the Place of God's WorlhiP, 


with an unuſual Anger and Reſentme"'» 
| overthrowing the Tables of the Mone 
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sf [changers, and the Seats of them that ſold 
no. J Doves, and charging them with mak- 
41. Wing his Father's Houle an Houſe of Mer- 
ons MW chandize, which was deſigned for an 
ire Houſe of Prayer. And this he did with 
ip- o much Warmth and Earneſtneſs, that ir 
we put his Diſciples 1 in Mind of that Paſſage 
ea. Win P/al. Ixix. 9. The Zeal of thine Houſe 
ris W4ath eaten me up. And after our Lokp's 
JN Aſcenſion 1 into Heaven, we find his Apoſ- 
. les copying after his holy Pattern; St. 

r. Luke xxiv. 53. For they were continually i in 
in We 7 emple, praiſing and bleſſing God. The 
he | primitive Chriſtians likewiſe expreſſed the 
o me earneſt Zeal for the Worſhip and 


Je Service of God; it was their diſtinguiſh- 


of Ning Mark and Character, (as I oblerved 
above, that) hey continued ſtedfaſtiy in the 
Hhoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip ; and in 
beating of Bread and in Prayer. Let 


Service of our God. Let us not deprive 
| ourſelves of the Comfort and Happineſs 
| of our Religion here, and of the Benefit of 
it hereafter, by neglecting and deſpiſing 
| this great Duty; but eſteeming it an emi- 
nent Favour and Privilege to be admitted 
into the ſpecial Preſence of the Aimighty, 


| Earth tor his Footſtool, and the n 
Q 


jus likewiſe, after theſe great Examples, 
be evermore xealous for the Worſhip and 


who hath Heaven for his Throne, and the 
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of Bleſſings, even Fulneſs of Joy, to par. 
take thereof. Let us give all Diligence 
to ſecure to ourſelves this ineftimable 
Bleſſing, by ſincerely loving the Habit. 
tion of Gop's Houſe, and greatly de. 
lighting to enter into his Gates with 
Thankſgiving, and into his Courts with 
Praiſe; fo ſhall we advance the Honour 
of our Gop, and He will promote the 
Happineſs of us his People; He vil 
ſend us Help from the Sanctuary, and 
ſtrengthen us out of Zion: We ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of 
his Houſe, and He will make vs drink 
of the River of his Pleaſures. 

I ſhall now conſider the common Pre- 
tences which the Neglecters or Deſpiſer 
of Gop's public Worſhip, are wont to al- 
ledge in their own Excuſe for omitting 0 
great and neceſſary a Duty; and ſhall en- 
deavour to expoſe the Weakneſs of them. 


FIRST, And the firſt that J ſhall men- 
tion is taken from the ill Lives of ſome 
that do frequent God's Houſe and Service. 
Aſk ſome of theſe Abſenters from the 
Church, why they do ſeldom appear in 
it; and they will tell you, they think it 
in vain to come, ſince they ſee many that 
do eome there, altogether as bad as them- 
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idered by all that give Occaſion for it; 
they would be found ſelf- condemned, and 
could not ſurely think themſelves any 


certain it is, that ſuch as pretend to ho- 
our Gop with their Lips, while their 


ml 

he Hearts are far from Him, do but mock 
„im, and thereby increaſe his Anger; 
nd Ned by thus giving Offence to their 
be MW\cighbours by their ſcandalous Lives, 
of While they pretend to ſerve and worſhip 


Go, they incur that dreadful Woe de- 
nounced by our Saviour in the Goſpel, 
Ezainſt that Man by whom the Offence, 
cometh, St. Matt. xviii. 7. But then, if 


75 me do thus live wicked Lives while they 
l. Wicquent Gop's Public Worſhip, this is 
o Wo juſt Excuſe for others to ſtay away: 


Duty; if they receive no Benefit from 
Wo 0D's Ordinances, the Fault is their own, 

bz, becauſe they abuſe them, Let us 
but uſe them rightly, and we fhall find 
tem really become the Means of Grace 
je Did Salvation to our Souls. Let thoſe 
en that urge the wicked Lives of ſome 
hat come to Church, as an Excuſe for 
liew ſtay ing away, only conſider this 


lu I muſt confeſs, this is a {ad Ob- \ 
::4ijon, and heartily wiſh it was well con- 


longer ſafe upon the Brink of Ruin: For 


Other People's Faults will not excuſe our 


Certain 


1 
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| certain Truth, that there is this materi nt 
Difference betwixt thoſe People that com W., 
; to Church, and thoſe that ſtay away; th We. 
; — the former Sort may become better if the; ehe 
36 will by their conſtantly praying for, ay 
their carefully uſing the promiſed Aids a per 
Gop's holy Spirit to amend their Live, Heace 
and to ſecure their Salvation: But . Pe 
latter Sort never can become better; 4 t 
4 is as impoſſible they ſhould, as for: rat 
i dead Man, by his own Strength, to rai: Had h 
N himſelf to Life again: They reject sc. 
I thoſe Means which Gop hath appoints, Where | 
, whereby to bring them to everlaſtin ut if 
| Happineſs: and e muſt of N. dee 
; ceſſity be loſt and undone for ever, Id fr; 
þ | | 4 hin 
SECONDLY, Some are apt to this ing 
| themſelves good Cariſtians, and to lp! Which 
g very well of their eternal State and Cor. ec 
0 dition in the other World, if they arc hob, 
4 ſober and temperate in their Lives, jul: Ws ho] 
and honeſt in their Dealings, and peact- Mall his 
able and quiet among their Neighbour; Wabcain 


though at the ſame Time they neither b. ſents, 
1 nour GoD's holy Name nor his Word, nM his 
0 keep his Sabbaths, nor reverence his San: live, 
6 tuary.; but ſlight his Ordinances, delpile g0 
N his Sacraments, and diſregard the Tut Wd if | 
| and. Places of, his Public W orſhip ; our 
LO. Cee, to 
a 
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ctenting themſelves with obſerving 


ow, that ſuch People may no longer 
2 upon a falſe Security, and ſpeak 
Feace to their Conſciences where there 1s 


Oe thoſe Duties that relate to themſelves and 
ta their Neighbours, but taking no Notice 
| 1 he Duties that are owing to God. But 
anc Wh 


. ti: Who Peace, I would deſire them to conſi- 
1 r, that a Man may be ſober and tem- 
on rate for the Sake of his Health, and juſt 
ra: d honeſt in his Dealings, in regard to 
Credit and worldly Intereſt; and then 
It, here is nothing of Religion in all this: 
Wy ; But if he obſerves thele Duties as Duties, 
Ne. becauſe Go hath commanded them, 
Wd from a Principle of Love to Him, 
Wt bin remember, that there are Duties 
bu Ving immediately to Gov himſelf, 
rol Lich mult by no Means be neglected, 
Cob. e that defires to approve himſelf to 
oo, muſt be eſpecially careful to honour 
| * F & holy Name and Word, and to walk in 
act. his holy . Ordinances, that fo he may 
OI rain Grace to keep all his Command- 
1 Wents, and to ſerve him truly all the Days 
„ RC This Life. Thus the Goſpel teaches us 
are. : | live, not only ſoberly and righteouſly, 
. godly. too, in this preſent World ; 
111%: Wl 90 if we neglect this laſt- named Branch 
our Duty, while we obſerve the other 
col Fo, to make ourſelves Tranſgreſſors of 


I the 
5 
5 


, 2” :- The Sin and Danger of 
the Whole: Yea, if we keep the whi 


Law, and yet offend in one Point, we a, 
guilty of all, St. James ii. 10. Becauſe th 
Authority of the Lawgiver is as tri 
deſpiſed by the Breaking any one of hj 
Laws, as by the Violation of them al. 
And he that will not be reſtrained by the 
Authority of Gop from breaking one 
Commandment, would, under the like 
Temptation, break any of the reſt. 


THIRDLV, Another Sort of thoſe who 
neglect or deſpiſe the Public Service of 
the Church, are ſuch as ſeem to be above 
Inſtruction; are ſuch as are too wife to 
be taught, or at leaſt think they can in- 
prove themſelves better at Home, 5) 
reading ſome good Book, than by attend- 
ing our public Aſſemblies. But non, 


fuch miſtaken People would do well 


conſider, that the great End of our cel. 
gious Aſſemblies is to worſhip GO; 10 
confeſs our Sins to Him, with lowly, pe- 
nitent, and obedient Hearts; to rende. 
Thanks for the great Benefits which de 
have received at his Hands; to {et fort 
his moſt worthy Praiſe, and jointly 0 4 
thoſe Things which are requiſite and fe- 
ceffary, both for our Souls and Bodies; 
as well as to hear Gop's holy Wor: 


And when we join with our Chriſti! 
Brethren 
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Brethren in doing all this in Gop's own 
Houſe, according to his Command, with 
tevout and faithful Hearts, our bleſſed 
Load will come amongſt us, and give 
us his Bleſſing: But if we refuſe to do 
this, we have no Encouragement to hope 
for any one Blefling promiſed by Gon 
in holy Scripture. No, if we really ex- 
pect Gop's Bleſſing, without which net- 
ther the Reading of good Books, nor 
any other Religious Performance, can 
profit us any Thing; if, I ſay, we really 
expect Gob's Bleſſing, we muſt ſeek it 
in Gop's own Way, that is, by doing 
what He commands, by obſerving his 
Ordinances, and conſequently, by fre- 
quenting his Public Worſhip, whenever 
He or his Church requires us ſo to do; 
and then indeed we may juſtly hope for 
dis Bleſſing, for thus he promiſes Moſes, 
Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where 1 re- 
cord my Name, I will come unto thee, and I 
i bleſs thee. But whilſt we neglect to 
join in the Public Service of his Church, 
as vainly imagining we can employ our- 
(elves better at Home, we are repre- 
ented in Scripture, as in a Condition 
ar removed from the Bleſſing of Gop, 
n a Condition moſt diſmal and deplor- 
able in all Reſpects, even in a Condition 
approaching near to the dreadful Doom 


of 


44 of he Sin and Danger of 
of Apoſtates, which is eternal Dead, 
and Miſcry. e 


This terrible Truth we are taught by 
the. Apoſtle, . Heb. x. 26, 27. Fer if v. 
fin wilfully, after that we have received! 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remainet\ 1 
more Sacrijice for Sin, but a certain fast 
looking for of Fudgment, and fiery Lid, 
nation, which fhall devour the Adrerd— 
ries, Now if the neglecting the Public 
Service of the Church be not the ver 
Sin of which the Apoſtle here ipeat, 
denouncing the dreadful Judgment upon 
the Perſons guilty of it, that there 


remains no more Sacrifice for Sin, o 


ſuch, but a fearful looking for of ]uz- 


ment; it is certain this is a Sin tllat ap- 


proaches near it: For that cauſal Par- 
ticle | for | in the Beginning of the 2% 
Verſe, plainly joins it with that wi 
went before, and ſhews, this cartel 
Judgment is there denounced as 2 Mo- 
tive to engage us to take Care of fang 
into that Sin, againſt which he had cau— 
tioned us before. And now, the 91! 


which he cautions us againſt in the forc- 
going Verſe, is this, of for/aking i e 
ling of ourſelves together; fo that the Per- 
ſons guilty of it, may juſtly with Dread 
and Horror read theſe frightful Words; 
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my ; ſeeing themſelves, if not in that deſpe- 
rate Eſtate, yet approaching near to it. 


But to make this more plain and evi- 


dent, and becauſe this Place of Scripture 
hath perplexed the Minds of many Chriſ- 
tians, who have fallen into ſome wilful 


in, after they have been once enlighten- 
ed, renewed, and ſanctified by the gra- 
cious Influence of his holy Spirit; I ſhall 
here beſpeak my Reader's Patience, while 


endeavour to ſhew what appears to me 
to be the true Import or Meaning of it: 
To which End it will be neceſſary to pre- 


miſc ſome hat concerning the Scope or 


ö Deſign of this Epiſtle. 


The H:brew Converts then, (to whom 


| the Apoitie wiites this Epiſtie) lay at that 
Time under a ſharp and ſevere Perſecu- 
tion, inflicted upon them by thoſe unbe- 


lieving Fews amongſt whom they lived. 


| This Storm had cauſed ſome to make 


Shipwreck of their Faith, by openly re- 


nouncing his ſacred Name to whom they 
had given up themſelves. Others, though 


they had not proceeded ſo far as to turn 


open Apoſtates had yet withdrawn them- 


ſelves from the Aſſemblies of their Fel- 


low-Chriſtians, met together for the ſo- 
lemn 
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m_ Worſhip of Goo, for Fear of ſuffa. 

ing Perſecution on that Account. Th; 
Apoſtle therefore ſends this Epiſtle : 
thoſe who {till continued faithful, to ex 
hort them to hold faſt their Profeſſion t 
the End, making - uſe of two differ 
Sorts of Motives to this Purpoſe ; the fo 
mer, to encourage them patiently to u 
fer whatever their Adverſaties ſhould in 
flict upon them for the Name of CH 
drawn from the Conſideration of the E 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, Wo 
Reſpect of its Author the eternal Son 0 
Gop, who came down Himſelf for 


Heaven, to ſettle and eſtabliſh it in , B 
World; in Reſpect to its Holineſs and PuWily, 
rity, ſo far beyond the Ceremonial L nour 
in Reſpect of the rich and precious Po Fear 
miſes contained in it, and the like: I this, 
latter, to deter them from renouncing tie b 
Faith for Fear of ſuffering for it, ue Lin, 
from the Conſideration of thoſe dead ful 
Puniſhments to be inflicted on them Indię 
the divine Juſtice, if they deſpiſed ſo ge none 
Salvation; as far beyond what the DAMO. 
ſpiſers of Moſess Law were to ſuffer, Ned, 

the Author and Founder of their Fac 


was above him. So that the chief Sc; 
and Deſign of this Epiſtle, is to warn a 
caution the Hebrew'Chriſtians, to whom Þ 

I | N N 
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vas ſent, to beware of two Things; firſt, 


of turning Apoſtates, or renouncing their 


Faith; ſecondly of deſerting the Profeſ- 
ſion of it, by forſaking the aſſembling of 
themſclves together. In Oppolition to the 
frſt of theſe, he exhorts them, ver. 23. 
io hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith 
| without wavering : and againſt the latter 
he cautions them, ver. 25. not io forſake 
he aſſembling of themſelves together : And 
then immediately ſubjoins thoſe terrible 
Words before- mentioned, to enforce 
both the foregoing Admonitions. 


By this Sin therefore is meant, prima- 


tnly, the Sin of Apoſtacy; the open re- 
nouncing the Faith of Chriſt through 
Fear of ſuffering for it: And he who doth 
ais, renouncing that which he knows 
to be the only propitiatory Sacrifice for 
Sin, what can remain for him, but a fear- 
ful looking for of Judgment, and; fiery | 
Undignation? Since he knows there is 
none other Name under Heaven, given 
pamongſt Men, whereby they may be ſav- 
ted, but that Name which he hath re- 
rounced. And ſecondarily, we are to 
punderſtand this of the Sin of forſaking 
the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 
this is a ſecret and implicit deſerting — | 
| Ns tne 


#1 
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the Faith, and in the Opinion of? ch 
Apoſtle, the next Degree to it; it ben e 
improbable, that he who hath already :M 
nounced the public Profeſſion of Bu 
Faith through Fear, ſhould be back ord 
to renounce his Faith too, if under {vn 


ſevere Penalty he ſhould be required i Cr 
do it; againſt which therefore he cautio þd ce 
the Hebrew Chriſtians, under feat '% 
Judgments. And if there be any Difr 108) 
ence betwixt the forſaking the aſſembli eak | 
ourſelves together in Times of Peri" 
tion, and in Times of Peace and L 
ty; the latter muſt be moſt inexcuſabgh"* 
where the Public Worſhip of Gol WF ©* 
neglected without any ſuch Temptaio 
from Fear of ſuffering for it. ky 
And now would thoſe that forſake o Ju 
Public Aſſemblies, read over theſe fei * 
Words, and ſeriouſly conſider how nen e 
ly they are concerned in them, how nt 45 bY 
they approach to that deſperate and d 1 | 
| plorable State deſcribed in them; tie | 1 
could not certainly deceive themſeh 1045 
with the vain Hopes of ſerving. G0, on 
ceptably at Home, while they wilu! E ei 
neglect the Public Service of his Church - b 


they would rather make haſte to eſcaf 
his Vengeance, by continuing no Jog 


* 
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that Neglect, the Conſequence of 
fich! 18 * dangerous and deadly. 
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| But 3 i theſe Deſpiſers of God's 
Word and Worſhip, that I am now ſpeak- | 
g of, commonly go farther ; they ſet up 
br Critics, And take upon them to judge 
a cenſure their Teachers; and if they are 
bt ſuch as will gratify their itching Ears. 
bh Novelties, or propheſy Deceits, and 
leak Peace to their Conſciences when 
ere is no Peace; if they have renounced 
| bf enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, and 
uh not diſpenſe with the popular Ways of 
01 linuating and winding themſelves into 
mn Fayour, being tot ſo deſirous to 
iſe them as to do them Good; 1 ſay; 
their Teachers be ſuch. as theſe, thele 
fe Judges are. preſently offended, and 
I| away, And, indeed it is no wonder 
u the Miniſter of the Goſpel, in this. de- 
erate and corrupted Age of the Church, 
puld meet with Men of ſuch untractable 
i cenſorious Spirits, ſince our great Lord 
a Maſter, the Author and Fountain of 
ſom, met with many fo conceited of 
fir own Parts and Knowledge, that they 
bught themſelves too wiſe to be inſtruct- 
ofea vy Him: Ile bath a Devil and is mad, 
long id the Phariſees) why bear ye im? John 

o. And fo did his Dae alſo with 
C ſuch 


ke 0 
fear 
meal 
W 002 
1d de 
; the 
nſelve 
0D * 
vilfull 
hurch 


* 


25 
2 
A 
f5 
1 
? 
7 
- 
N 
2 


| ſuch Deſpiſers of the Word and Doctria 
though they were endowed with the ex. 
traordinary Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
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Spirit. The great Apoſtle of the Gentile 
(St. Paul himſelf) did not eſcape the 
Cenſurers; he informs us of ſome v0 
faid, that his bodily Preſence was weak, an 
his Speech contemplible, 2 Cor. x. 20. lt 
cannot therefore ſeem ſtrange to the pre- 
fent Miniſters of God's Word to met! 
with the like Uſage. But now theſe Deſpi- 
fers of their ſpiritual Guides would d 
well to conſider, that how mean {cever 
an Opinion they may have entertained df 


them, yet they are the perſons to won the 
the immediate Care and Conduct of ter W. 
Souls is committed, by the great Bio ing 
and Paſtor of them, Car1sT Jesvs; hu can 
they have received a true and lawful Com def 
miſſion from Chriſt to preach the Wo pub 
that they are inveſted with Author feric 
from Above, to become as it were % lars 
Mouth of the Congregations wherein ti Pre 
miniſter; to offer up their Prayers, Pri juſt 
and Thankſgivings to Gop ; to prochiſ vati 
and publiſh, in the Name of their gt ing 
Lord and Maſter, to all penitent B deſp 
levers, the Remiſſion and Forgive be 
of Sins; to adminiſter the Sacrament not 
thoſe who are rightly diſpoſed to re" Con 
the ſame; and, in a Word, to perform 4} but 


other Offices belong to their ſacred Fu 
£10! 


rink, 

A- 
Joly 
"les 
thelt 
who 
, ond 
. It 
 pre- 
meet 
)eſpt- 
Id do 
{oever 
ned of 
whom 
f thei 
Bina 


Com- 


Word 


thor! 
re tit 
in the] 
Praife 
roclal 
ir gfts 
nt Be 


1 


wehe! 
ul 


nents d 


rece!! 


m vt 


d Func; 


£101 


| "Mepleing the Public Service, &c. 51 


tion. They would do well alſo to conſi- 
der, that the Power and Efficacy of the 
Word, and other public Means of Grace, 
depend neither upon the Knowledge nor 
Piety of the Miniſter, but proceed from 
the free Bounty and Goodneſs of Goo; 
for whoever may plant, it is Gop alone 
that gives the Increaſe; who never with- 
holds his Bleſſings from thoſe, who come 
to his Ordinances with Hearts duly pre- 


pared and fitted to receive them. And 


E laſtly, they would do well to conſider the 
| ſtrict Obligations they lie under to aſſem- 
ble themſelves together with the reſt of 
their Fellow-Chriſtians, for the ſolemn 
Worſhip and Service of Gop; the deſert- 
ing of which, as J have ſnewed already, 
 ; 1108 can be looked upon as no other than the 
| deſerting of their Faith, or at leaſt the 

public Profeſſion of it. Would they but 
ſeriouſly conſider the foregoing Particu- 
lars, they could not but ſee, that ſuch vain 
| Pretences as theſe are ſo far from being a 
juſt Excuſe, that they are an high Aggra- 
vation of their Guilt; for thus in deſpiſe 
ung and cenſuring their Teachers, they 
deſpiſe not Men but Gop; and will they 
| be wiſer than him too? They deſpiſe 
not the Perſon to whom the Care and 
Conduct of their Souls are; committed, 
but they deſpiſe 7 that ſent him; and 

9 5 


in 
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in deſpiſing Him, they deſpiſe his he. 
venly Father alſo: Thus our LORD him. 
ſelf informs us, St. Luke x. 16. Ile Ila Gb 
beareth you, beareth me; and he that Mie: 
Ipiſeih you; deſpiſelb me; and be that d. . ke 
Pt you nes defp ow him that you me. Gen, 
cep 
Forme er common Dine | * 
| which the poorer Sort of People are wor War 
to alledge, in Excuſe for their negledtin; Rnd 
the Public Service of: the Chute, 18 the 
'Want:of Cloaths; they have not Cloatts 
to appear in there, like others of the fant 
Rank with themſelves, and therefore ar 
aſhamed to come. But this is ſo far fron 
being a juſt-Exculſe, that it is a plain and 
evident Demonſtration, that thoſe wi 
make it have no true»Senſe of Religic 
upon their Minds, nor of the weighty: and 
important Duties they are called to per 
form in the Houſe of Gop ; for did tir 
conſider the infinite Majeſty of that grei! 
and glorious Being, who though. he fil: 
Heaven and Earth, as the Prophet ſpeak 
of Him, Fer. xxiii. 24. yet vouchiat 
his ſpecial and more immediate Preſence 
„in the Aſſemblies of his faithful Pork. 
and did they conſider wherein that Wo- 
' ſhip and Service doth conſiſt, which H wich 
there expects and requires from them, "IM and 
would be. 5 nPRgE they ſhould be b deli 


1m! uch 


mu 
par. 


Neglecting the Public Service, &c. 83 


her much concerned about their: outward Ap- 
parcl, which can only make them agree- 


2 thit able in the Eyes of the Copgregation, 
. their | Fellow- Creatures, Duſt and Athes 
at d. Nike themſelves; but can no. ways (erye'to 


Þencer their Perſons or their Services ao- 
ceptable in the Sight of GOD; for Al- 


tence 42 Gob hath no Regard 3 the out- 
wor ward Dreſs, but to the inward Temper 
cli Lad Diſpoſition of the Heart; He will 
18 the Wc the ſame. Reſpect to the Oblations of 
oats Wn holy and devour Soul that appears be- 
ame * Him cloathed in Rags as in T iſſue: 


It is not the outward Adorning of the Bo- 
ay, but the inward Ornament of a meek 
: land virtuous, and holy and pious Spirit, 
; that attracts the Favour oi Heaven: Nay, 
Bas our outward Apparel does no way re- 
; commend our Perſons to the Grace and 
Favour of Gob, ſo neither does it con- 
ribute in the leaſt to the performing thoſe 
ISacrifices aright which He requires and 


expects from us, when we tread his Courts. 
bea Thus, for Inſtance, what Aſſiſtance can 
a the richeſt Attire afford us in confeſſing 


coc our Sins to Almighty God, with Hearts 
ol. WW full of Sorrow and Contrition for having 
Val offended fo tender and gracious a Father, 
1.11 WW wich ſtedfaſt Reſolutions of Amendment; 

m, WM and with earneſt longing Deſires to be 


delivered from the whole Body of Sin; 
2 3 Which 
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which is the firſt Part of that divins Wl! thi 
Worfhip our Church directs us to off {Wags 
up to God in our Public Aſſemblies! Mplenc 
The like might be obſerved of all the m 
other Parts of it; the very naming ders 
which would be ſufficient to ſhew, tha Weri: 
they have no Relation to, no Dependence Men- 
upon our outward Apparel: And there. heir. 
fore ſince the beſt Attire cannot recon. Hr it. 
mend us to God, nor fit us for his Ser Ne 
vice, nor the worſt hinder us in the lt f G 
from finding Acceptance with Him, andi 
receiving thoſe ineſtimable Favours ad. ! 
Bleſſings which He is ready to beſtow on ho 
thoſe who wait upon Him in a due Ob. And 
ſervance of his Ordinances ; the Want Puffi 
of good Cloaths can be no juſt Excut em] 
for any Perſon's abſenting himſelf fron {end 
the Public Service of the Church, to El 


I would gladly know of that Perſon ber 
who makes this a Pretence for his Ab- 
ſence, what End he would propoſe 0 i B 
bimſelf in going to Church, if be had W's 
Cloaths according to his Mind: If he et 
ſay, his chief End or Deſign in going lent 
thither, ſhould then be to pay his boui- W for 
= den Duty of Worſhip and Homage 0 MF © * 
= Almighty Gop, and to learn his Will, e. 
= by hearing his Word read and explained I ® | 

: to him: I may and do aſſure him, ” 
= 5 
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Jivine l this may as well be done in thoſe poor 

off: Rags he now hath, as in any the moſt 
blies? Mplendid Apparel, though as rich as ever 
11] the mon in all bis Glory was arrayed with. 


ng a erſons clothed in vile Raiment, may 
| tha perhaps find but cold Reception at great 
dence Men's Houſes, may be forced to keep 
here. Meir Diſtance, to ſtand without their Doors, 


br it may be without their Gates; but they 


com. 

Ser. Nie allowed as free Acceſs to the Houſe 
beat f God, as the greateſt Men upon Earth: 
and Wand if their Hearts be as holy and as heaven- 
; and , (hall be as well accepted of by Him, 
won who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
Oh. WAnd this, methinks, is a Conſideration 
Van Wufficient to ſupport them under any Con- 
cue Itempt and Scorn they may ſuffer here: 


land likewiſe to engage them thankfully 
to embrace all Opportunities of appear- 
ling in his Preſence, who will give them 


from 


ron Hlberally, and upbraid them not. 

Ab- 

e to But now, to lay open the Bottom of 
had chis vain Pretence; thoſe Perſons, who 
f he N notwithſtanding this Encouragement, ab- 


bing kent themſelves from the Houſe of Go 
un- bor Want of what they call good Cloaths 
10 to appear in, plainly declare that they 
ih, are not the Servants of Gob, but of Men: 
ned as being more deſirous to approve them- 
hat I {elves in the Sight of Men (who look 
all 6 only 
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only on the Outſide) than in the Sight of 


Gop, who ſeeth the Heart. Nay, ir. 
deed, they declare themfelves to be Str. 
vants or Slaves to the vile Aﬀections d 
Pride and Vanity. How, low or mean {4 
ever their Condition and Circunſtance 
in the World may be, they think as vel! 
or better of themſelves, than many of thut 
who wear better Apparel; and therefor 
cannot endure to appear at Church in: 
worſe Garb than they. So that in ſhort 
Pride and Vanity, Profaneneſs and Ire. 
ligion, are at the Bottom of this vain En. 
cuſe, which keep ſo many of the pcorer 
Sort of Perſons from the Houle and Sei 
vice of Gop. And this makes it fo very 
hard and difficuit a Matter to reclam 
them; all Adrronitions and Exhortatons 
to that Purpoſe being ia vain, till thoſe 
vile Affections are firſt in ſome good Mes- 
ſure rooted out or ſubdued; which, alas: 
is not eaſily to be done, or of a {udcen, 


FrirtaLy, Another Pretence whic! 


ſome are ready to make when they at- 


charged with a Neglect of ſo plain ani 
neceflary a Duty as Public Worſhip, 5 


the Want of Health: They are weak 2nd 
fickly, and therefore they cannot come. 
This indeed is the moſt reaſonable E- 


cuſe that can be alledged by them; lr for 
| | v a 
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oh | where it is true, it takes off the heavy 
BE of that Sin I am now endeavouring 
et forth; that lying only upon thoſe 
„do do it wilſully, and without any ap- 


parent Neceſſity. Where a Perſon through 
Sickneſs, or any great bodily Indiſpoſition, 


„ 

|; WW £2007 go to Church without the mani- 
„et Hazard of his Life; chere that De- 
„ chration of Almighty GD himſelf, cited 
n by our Lord, St. Matt. ix. 13. Iwill have 
_ Mercy, and not Sacrifice, may be his ſuf- 
F. cient Warrant to ſtay at Home. And if 
„de Hearts of any ſuch ſick or infirm Per- 
d lons do, as they ought, accompany their 
rr ellos-Chriſtians to the Public Aſſem- 
ub blies, I make no Queſtion, but as Mem- 
nas ers of the fame Body, they partake like- 
chat viſe of thoſe Bleſſings of Gob's Preſence 
le. lich He has graciouſly promiſed to their 
ls) bite Prayers and Supplications. But 
3 ſbecauſe this is ſometimes uſed only as a 
N' door or Pretence, to take off the pub- 
iche Shame and Scandal of this Sin, I 
y art lt not pals, it by without preſcribing a 
en and obvious, but a ſure and cextain 
55 gu, whereby to diſtinguiſh this from 
or c other, which, muſt be allowed a ſuffi- 
e. Nen Cauſe of any Perſon's Abſence from 
1:4. © Houſe and Service of Gobp; and that 


r his, If. the Perſon. who makes eyis Ex- 
le, can upon his worldly Occaſions go 
C 5 - _  kyace 
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the Church; this is a plain and manifelt 


or bodily Indiſpoſition that a Perſon may 
labour under; that is fo far from being: 
Juſt Excuſe for his abſenting himſelf from 


Prayers of thoſe true and faithful Chr 


Almighty Gop, than their own {ing 
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twice as far as his Houſe is from the 
Shurch, and ſtay out in the Cold twice 
as long as he would be obliged to do in 


Token, that it is not Sickneſs, but ſome. 
what worſe, the Want of a due Reliſh for 
ſpiritual Things, if not a profane and i- 
religious Turn of Mind, that keeps him 
from it: For, as for any real Infirmity, 


the Public Service of God, that it ſhould 
rather excite and ſtir him up to take ſpt. 
cial Care of loſing no Opportunities 
joining therein: For he ought to lock 
upon that Weakneſs and Indifpoſiton, 
whatever it be, as a Meſſenger ſent fron 
Heaven to put him in Mind of his Mer 
tality, and to warn him to prepare for 
his great Change, which he hath Realan 
to believe may be drawing near; ae 
therefore ſuch Perſons are, in a more eſpe 
cial Manner, obliged to ſpend as muc 
of their Time as 1s poſſible in the Pub 
hc Worſhip of Gop : Since the unite 


tians there aſſembled together, mult ! 
far more powerful and prevalent !! 


Petitions offered up by themſelves inf! 
| | Fall 
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ge vate. And that ſuch Perſons may not be 
i 8 afraid of increaſing their Illneſs hereby, 
bey ought to conſider, what many have 
bound true by their own happy Experi- 
ence, that a particular Providence is 


Ne- : X 
© bbere, watching over People for their 
i. Good, and preſerving them from ſuffer- 
vin ing any bodily Hurt in that Place where 
_ their Souls receive their ſpiritual Life, 
may and Strength, and Nouriſhment ; which 
ne: ray be a further Motive and Encourage- 
- > nent to fick Perſons to let the Church be 
ould me firſt Place they viſit, upon their go- 
ſpe ing Abroad ;. there to offer up their hear- 
50 Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Almighty 
cob for his late Mercies vouchſafed un- 
10 them. f 
from 6 „ 5 
M! rar v, Another Pretence which 
** Deſpiſers of the Public Service of the 
cafe -hurch are wont to alledge in their own 
. and cuſe, is the Want of Time; their 
eſp Jorldly Buſineſs lies fo heavy upon them, 
Ks uche cannot ſpare Time for this great 
pub, that is, they cannot ſpare Time 
vnite ſerve Him who is the Giver of it; Him, 
Chil hom they are indebted for every Day, 
uſt b Hour, and every Minute of their 
t vie. Now He, who is thus the Author 
ſing! d Giver of their Time, allows them ſix; 


as in the Week, wherein to. follow the 
| C - 6: | Proper , 


— * \ 
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proper Works of their ſeveral Calling, W fo 
and only reſerves to himſelf the other on, H 
to be employed wholly in his Service; and WM Ce 
yet theſe unreaſonable People think mum MW be 
to ſpare a few Hours of that one, for e of 
Public Worſhip and Service of Goo, WW T. 
Had any of theſe Perſons ſuch kind Lau- of 
lords as would freely allow them fx Pars MW the 
of the Eſtates they hold of them, and only lie 


reſerve a ſeventh for their own Uſe, they tio 


would not certainly be ſo unjuſt or ur- co: 
grateful, as once to think of keeping back W Re 
any Part of that ſmall Portion requitd anc 
from them; but honeſtly and thankful; the 
pay that to the utmoſt Farthing. How 5 all 
it then that they are not aſhamed to deal o the. 
unjuſtly and unworthily by the great LD off 
and Giver of their Time, as not only 108 e 
- with-hold ſome of that ſmall Portion He Ho 
hath reſerved to Himſelf, but to rob Hin Bre. 
of the whgle: And to own it too, 25 3M 
thoſe properly do, who make their world- B 
ly Buſineſs a Pretence for neglecting the thei! 
Public Worſhip and Service, of Gov. _ 
or 


But if a ſenſe of Juſtice and Gratitucſ conf 
will not work upon theſe Perſons, it Mi) 
be that of Intereſt will: Do thoſe then reall 
that make this vain Excuſe believe taff their 
they have Souls as well as Bodies to rake elſe 


Cate of; immortal Souls, that muſt oy 
| | 101 
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| for ever, either in a State of everlaſting 
| Happineſs, or everlaſting Torments ? 
| Certainly they do not, otherwiſe it would 
be impoſſible for them to think much 
of beſtowing ſo tmall a Portion of their 
| Time in providing for the eternal Welfare 
of them. Are thele frail mortal Bodies of 
| theirs, which they know ere long mult be 
laid in the Grave, and turned to Corrup— 
tion, ſo dear to them, that they can be 
| contented to riſe up early, to take their 
| Reſt late, to eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, 
| and with unwearied Diligence to follow 
| their worldly Buſineſs all the Week, and 
| all this to provide Food and Raiment for 
| them? And are their never-dying Souls 
| of ſo ſmall Value, that they are unwilling 
to ſpend one Day in ſeven, nay, a few 
Hours of it, in feeding them with that 
| Bread of Life which endureth fos ever ? 


But fince theſe Perſons Concern for 
their Bodies is fo great that it wholly ex- 
cludes all Thoughts of making Proviſion 
for their Souls; they would do well to 


| conſider, that the Time they beſtow in the 


Public Worſhip and Service of Gop will 
really contribute more to the Welfare of 
their Bodies, than that which they ſpend 
elſewhere in the moſt painful Labour. 


For 
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For firſt, This will recommend their 


honeſt Endeavours and careful Diligence 
in the Works of their Callings, to the Fa. 
vour of Heaven, for the obtaining all thoſe 
Bleſſings promiſed by Almighty Gop t 
his faithful obedient Servants. Dau. 
xxviii. 3. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City 
and bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the Field ; led 
thy Body, and the 
Fruit of thy Ground, and the Fruit cf thy 
Cattle, the Increaſe of thy. Kine, ind the 
Flocks of thy Sheep ; bleſſed 7 ſhall be thy Bu. 
ket and thy Store; bleſſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou comeſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be whe 
thou goeft out. And now in which of all 
the ſeveral Works of their Callings, car 
theſe worldly- minded People employ this 
fmall Portion of Time fo much to their 
temporal, bodily Advantage, as in the 
ſincere Worſhip of Gop, in the Aſſem— 
blies of his Servants met together for that 
Purpoſe, which will thus at once recom- 
mend their Perſons and their Families, 
their Houſes and their Goods, their Cat- 
tle and their Lands, to the Protection, 
Care, and Blefling of the Almighty ? 


But then, ſecondly,, That the Time 
ſpent in the ſincere and faithful Worſhip 
of Gop contributes moſt to the-real Hap- 
Pincls of the Body, will further appeat, 
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{we conſider, that though theſe frail Bo- 
ties of ours are, in reſpect of their preſent 
Frame and Contexture, mortal, and muſt 
ſhortly be laid in the Grave, and turned 
into Duſt, yet they ſhall rite again at the 


laſt Day; ſome to everlaſting Happineſs 


and Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven; 
and ſome to everlaſting Shame, Con- 


tempt, and Miſery, in the bottomleſs Pit 


of Hell; and to which of theſe two diffe- 
rent Eſtates they ſhall ariſe, whether to an 


[Happineſs that is unſpeakable, a Glory 
that will ſhine brighter than the Sun in its 
fun Strength; or to a State of horrible 
Darkneſs and moſt exquiſite Miſery, de- 
ſpends, in a great Meaſure, upon our care- 
ful Performance of this moſt weighty 
and important Duty: And therefore, 
tough the Perſons Jam now ſpeaking of 
rem to have no Notion of their Souls, 
and to take no Thought nor Care about. 
them; yet, methinks for their dear Bo- 
dies Sake, they ſhould be very willing to 
I beſtow their Time in the Service of Go, 
which will ſo highly promote both the 
temporal and eternal Welfare of them. 


Theſe Conſiderations, I hope, will be 


lofficient to convince all thoſe of their Sin 
and Folly, who plead their worldly Buſi- 
nels in Excuſe for their neglecting the Pub- 


lic 


— 


. one EE Wes > 


by a faithful Diſcharge of all choſe Duties, 
Which, as Members of the Church, they KW 
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lic Worſhip and Service of God ; and 90 
engage them to have a greater Regard ty 
this moſt neceſſary Duty, not only vp; 
the Loxp's Day, when no worldly Bu: 
neſs is allowed of, but upon all the other 
Days appointed by our Church to be key: 6 
holy; to regard them allo unto the Loxy, 


veig 
Live 
van 
ſett11 
Fatic 


are then required to perform; by enlarg- 


ing their private Devotions at Home, and oy 
eſpecially by joining regularly, as often * 
as they can, in our Public Aſſcmblizy 5 
for the folema Worſhip and Sc: vice of * 


Gop. And ſince our Church hath made 
Proviſion for Gobp's Public oy re 
every Day, hath appointed Pſalms, ny i 
Leſſons, and Prayers to be uſed in te. 
Houle of God every Morning and Ee WW... 
ing throughout the Year; that ſo tte Mp... 
Chriſtian Sacrifice of Prayer and Pra WM... 
may be daily offered by us, as the Burt Wi 


Offerings were by the Jews, by Govs Wir... 


own Appointment and Command; de Miche 
fame Conſiderations ſhould engage us a, N 
where we have thoſe bleſſed Opportui their 
ties, joyfully and thankfully to embrace 

them; to make it Part of our Bulinels, A 
every Day, to attend the Public Service WI: z 
of our Church; and at all Times to ac. ar E 


] 
count this, as it really, is, one of the molt 
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tne great Judge of all the 
lat Day, ſhould allow that to be a juſt 
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eighty and important Buſineſſes of our 
Lives, as it fo highly tends to the Ad- 


yancement of God's Glory, and to the 


ſting forward our own everlatting Sal- 


ation. 


SEvenTHLY, The Badneſs of the Way, 
or the Foulneſs of the Weather, is urged 
by ome Abſenters from the Church, as 


an Excuſe for their neglecting the Pub- 


ic Service of it. The Way and Weather 


are bad, and therefore they cannot come. 
But now, for the Conviction of fuch care- 


ls People, I need only defire them to 
put this Queſtion to their own Conſci- 
ences, whether if the Place of Gop's Pub- 


lic Worſhip was turned into a Place of 
Merchandize or Diverſions, they would 
te as great Strangers there as now they 


are? and then ſeri 1001 conſider what 
Crounds they can have to expect, that 
Vorld, at the 


Excuſe for not coming to Church, which. 
emſelves being Judge; ) was not 


[ought ſufficient to keep them from, 


their Trad or Pleaſures! 2 


A truly pious Soul will be fo os from 
fering himſelf to be detained and kept 


at Home by a bad Day, or dirty Road, 


that 
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that he will rather look upon them as af. 
fording him ſome {mall Opportunity q 
teſtifying his Affection and Zeal for the 
Service of Gop, Thus King David de. 
clares to Araunab, that he would not ſari. Whore 
fice to the Lord his God of that which arc 
Him nothing, 2 Sam. xxiv. 24. And wbb. 
ever they be that cheartully and ready {WGop 
expoſe themſelves to ſome Hardſhips c 
Inconveniences in the Performance of this Man 
their bounden Duty, they ſhall not failo! uf 
an ample Recompence from Him v for 


deſpiſeth not the Day of ſmall Things, 


Theſe are the pretended Excuſcs molt | fe 
commonly alledged by thoſe who flight or 


caſt off this great Duty of attending tie 
Public Service of our Church. As fir Wf ou 
thoſe who abſent themſelves thro” any Di. Mit in 
like to our Liturgy, or to any of the Rh a 
and Ceremonies appertaining to it, Im Heir I 
dle not with them, The Excellency af, ves, 
Uſefulneſs of our Liturgy hath been Vin 
forth by abler Pens, and with Strenge lich 
Argument abundantly ſufficient to fat burc 
all unprejudiced Minds, as hath allo H pinio 
Expediency of all the Rites and Ceremomt g's o 
appointed by our Church, either as pro?"prreme 
Means to excite and keep up our det riſti- 
and pious Affections (in which the Leh in 


me be 


and Spirit, as it were, of divine Worl 
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af. Nuo conſiſt) or elſe as natural outward: 
; of {Wigns and Expreſſions of them, without 
the Which we cannot join together in the Pub- 
de. Nic Worſhip of Gop. I ſhall only there- 
cri Wore, obſerve in general, that as no out- 
if Ward Rite or Ceremony is abſolutely 
bo- Npeceſſary and eſſential to the Worſhip of 
dil} Cod, which is not found expreſsly enjoin- 
or Ned by him in Scripture; fo on the other 
this and, no ſuch Rite or Ceremony is un- 
act w ful or ünful, that is not either expreſs- 
o forbidden in Scripture, or directly con- 
os, ry to that general Rule of the Apoſtle, 
L. all Things be done decently and in Order. 
molt Ns for all other Rites and Ceremonies, 
teich are neither enjoined nor forbidden 
tie Scripture, they are the proper Object 
5 (or WW: our Chriſtian Liberty, which conſiſts 
Dir in an Exemption from them, but in 
Ric ich a right Notion and Apprehenſion of 
m-0-WWicir Lawfulneſs and Indifferency in them- 
ada ves, as may make us always ready and 
en ling to conform ourſelves to thoſe 
gte ich are eſtabliſhed by that National 
ma hurch in which we live; and an erroneous 
10 Winton of the Unlawfulneſs or Sinful- 
none of any ſuch indifferent, innocent 
prop"gſeremony, intrenches no leſs upon that 
gero riſtian Liberty, in which our LoRD 


it inſtated us, than the Opinion of the 
me being neceſſary and eſſential to Re- 
| | ligion 


y 
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ligion would: For the former deprive; 
us of the Liberty we ſhould have, 10 
comply with ſuch Rite where it is ct. 
bliſhed ; and the latter of our Lib; 
to omit it in other National Churches 
where it doth not obtain. 


And thus I have endeavoured to ft 
forth, in the cleareſt Light I was able, the 
Sin and Folly of thoſe unhappy People, 
who wilfully negle& the Public Service 
of our Church; 5 have conſidered lik cite 
the Pretences they uſually alledge for ſuch 
Neglect, and expoſed the W cakneſs an | 
Vanity of them: Pretences I call e, 
becauſe I cannot think them the rea), ou: 
the pretended Cauſes of their Abba | 
from Church; the true Cauſe thercot MB By 


being no other (in too many of them 2M ich f 
leaſt) than the Infidelity and Wickedne! rH 
of their Hearts: They have no true Fall j Pang 
nor Reliſh for ſpiritual Things; the)! mW 42 5 
no Notion of their nuf Dependefce nd. i 
Iwata Gop for Life and Happinets; 10 ho 

teen 


true Senſe of the ingſtimable Blefiings , 
* Redemption, or of thoſe wonder 
- Methods by which it was accon npliſhed 
or elſe they have 3 a long habicul 
Courſe of wilful Sins, and are ” afraid 0 
having thoſe Sins ſer before their Eyes, 


being put in Mind of the Terrors of 5 
Da 


15 
L, % 
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Ka of Judgment, * and the Vengeance of 
Lcrnal Fire, leſt their Conſciences ſhould 
„, {Wevake and make them uneaſy. - They ra- 
br chuſe to put the evil Day as far from 


. tbem as they can; and ſo go on, like an 
Ox to the Slaughter, without any Feaf or 
Thought, to their own everlalling Pe- 

ts ſruction. The Lokrp awaken: all ſuch 

„ Wprofane, ſuch preſumptuous Sinners, with 

wt ſic Thunder: of his: Power, and bythe 

ic i cron of his Judgments make them ſen- 
my ble of ther Sin and Danger, if nothing 

RO Ife will do-it; that they may be glad to 

1 ake their Peace with an offended Gop 

„s timely and ſincere Repentance, and 

bn 7 b eſcape the Miſciies of a Jad FIGITUYG, 

Was 1 

_ But e it hall aca Gab to Heal 

nich ſuch People, let me adinouiſh,zand 

-dnel erſuade my Reader to avoid their, Siwand 

Vn gan ger, by hallowing his Sabbaths, in go- 

8 conſtantly to the Place of his public 

dend Ind ſolema Worſhip, in Company with 

j ! Congregation of his People; and 

nos 0 Recmigg this as a very weighty and im- 

aderf tant Duty. And ſince the Day of Judg- 


ined ent 1s: coming on, wherein we muſt ail 
Abit pre a ſtrict Account of every wilſul 
raid Wo iGon of this great Duty; and every 
ger, miſßon will then be deemed. a wilful 
"ol e, When We: Were: not hindered. from 5 
Ni coming 


<7 \ \ 2 = - o 
9 


formal Hy pocrites as draw near to H 


content ourſelves barely with perform. 


erting with the greateſt Vigour and E 
neſtneſs, thoſe Affections which are pr 


ing to Church, remember that we: 
going to the Houſe of Go, to the P. 
where his Honour dwelleth, to the Pl 


He takes particular Notice in what CÞ 
dition we appear before him, how we f reſe 
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coming to Church by Sickneſs, orb 
ſuch Works of Neceflity, or Works ( 
Mercy, as could at no other Time har 
been performed; let us therefore reper 
of our former Omiſſions, and reſolve if 
obſerve this great and important Du 
more carefully for the Time to come, 


And becauſe Gop requires our whi| 
Heart, and abhors the Sacrifices of ſuc 


only with their Lips, while their Her 
are far from Him; let us therefore nes 


the outward Part, the bringing our bg 
dies to Church, as if it was all which 
required of us; but let us . wee 
bring our Minds to a due Frame 4 
Temper, that ſo we may be able to uc 
ſhip God in Sincerity and Truth, bye 


per to each Part of divine Worſhip. 


— 


To this End, let us, when we are? 


of his peculiar Preſence and Abode; wit 


6 | preps 
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repared ourſelves for his Public Wor- 
hip, and how we behave ourſelves there- 
1; and accordingly will reward us for 
he Regard we pay, or puniſh us for the 
Neglect we ſhew to his divine Majeſty, 
Let us therefore purge ourſelves from all 
din and Wickedneſs, before we enter thoſe 
Gates of Righteouſneſs; for Holineſs be- 
dometh the Houſe of God for ever; and 
we regard Iniquity in our Hearts, the 


o HH Lon p will not hear us. Let us baniſh all 
Heu Hlatred and Malice out of our Minds, for 
e neuf we forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, 
ormiſWeither will our Heavenly Father forgive 
ur ours. Let us leave the Pleaſures of 
hich Wie World, and the Buſineſs of the World 
your Wehind us, for we cannot ſerve Gop and 
me Mammon. Let us reſolve to be holy in 
to va Manner of Converſation, before we ap- 
by effſpear in the Houſe of that Righteous Gop 
nd Faf9vo hateth Iniquity ; For none ſhall abide 
we pf! be Tabernacle of the Lord, none ſhall 


well in his holy Hill; that is, none ſhall 
de Partakers of his peculiar Grace and 


> are Favour exhibited there, but they that 
- we Walk uprightly, and work Righteouſneſs, 
he Pd ſpeak the Truth from their Hearts. 

he Pl | 
e; wi} And when we are in the Houſe of Gop, 
hat Cet us behave ourſelves as in his Sight and 


# relence. Let us compole ourſelves to a 
ſerious 


n 
S 


72 The Sin and Danger, Cc. 


ſerious Frame and Femper, during th 
Time of divine Service: Let us guat 
our Eyes and Ears, our, Thoughts ard 
Hearts, that nothing may divert us, ns 
thing interrupt us in the Diſcharge of ou 
Duty. In a. Word, Let us endeavourt 
raiſe and keep up in our Souls all tho 
holy Affections that are proper to each P 
erase conteſting our Sins with 
an hearty Sorrow for, and a full Reſoh. 
tion to: forſake them; praiſing and mags 
nifying God's. holy: Name, with Hears 
overfiowing , with Joy and. Gratitude 
hearing; his holy Werd with, the utmel 
Reverence and Attention; and aſking 
ſuch Things as we ſtand in pot of, wich 
an entite Submiſſion to his hoiy yo 
and;a full Trult in his Faithfulnels 
Mercy, through Jefus Chriſt our, 8480 out, 
Thus let us worſtiip Goh in = wh and in 
ruth; and fo doing, we ſhall live in tte 
conſtant Enjoy ment "of the moſt racom 
Pieaſnre here in the Performance 15 bur 
Duty, and 1eap the Benefits of it 
after, eternal Eis and Olory. 
Now to 0 rs Father, God tbe Son, di 
God the Ney Croft, three Perſons bl 
one God, Be. aſcribed, 4 15 mod Aut, 0 
Praiſe and Glory, Might, Mae A, an 
Dominion, nw, and for everinin 


Amen. 


